Joint Public Statement: NGOs Condemn Appointment of William Shawcross and Announce
Civil Society-led Review of Prevent
February 16, 2021

We, the undersigned civil society organisations, express grave concern at the UK government’s
appointment of William Shawcross as the new reviewer of the counter-terrorism strategy
Prevent. Shawcross has beenappointedto replace Lord Carlile, who was removed from the
post followingalegal challenge last year. The appointments of both Shawcross and Lord Carlile
have made clear, beyond doubt, that the UK government has no interestin conducting an
objective and impartial review of the strategy, nor in engaging meaningfully with communities
affected by it. Instead, it isapparent that the governmentintendsto use thisreview to
whitewash the strategy and give it a clean bill of health, without interrogating, in good faith, its
impacts on human rights and fundamental freedoms. Withoutthese perspectives, itis
impossible toimpartially assessthe Prevent policy.

We, the undersigned groups, cannot be complicit in a process that servesonly to rubber stamp
a fundamentally flawed strategy. We therefore announce a collective boycott of the Prevent
review. Inlieu of participatingin the government’s review, civil society groups will conduct a
parallel review that properly considersthe harms of Prevent, includingdocumenting
discrimination and rights violations caused by it.

We, and other non-governmental organisations, have long raised concerns about the
discriminatory and anti-Muslim impact of Preventand its potential to violate core human rights.
Many of us were eager to provide evidence to a properly independentreview, and to engage
with the appointed reviewer. However, Shawcross’s appointment, given his well-known record
and previous statementson Islam, and following the debacle of the Carlile appointment, brings
into questionthe good faith of the government in establishing the review and fundamentally
underminesits credibility. As a director of the Henry Jackson Society, Shawcross expressed
patently Islamophobicviews, saying: “Europe and Islamis one of the greatest, most terrifying
problems of our future. | think all European countries have vastly, very quickly growing Islamic
populations.” As far as we are aware, he has never publicly disavowed these comments. During
the period when the Charity Commission was chaired by Shawcross, it was accused of
disproportionately focusing on Muslim charities, including by puttingthem under investigation.

The UK government must fundamentally reconsiderits flawed and counter-productive counter-
terrorism strategy, which has profound and far-reaching human rights impacts. We condemn its
lack of political will to carry out this crucial task—the price of which continuesto be
disproportionately paid by Muslims across the UK.
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